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VIII. Studies in Pathological Anatomy. By Francis Dela- 
field, M. D. Nos. 3 and 4, April and May, 1878. New 
York : William Wood & Co., 1878. 

IX. Harvey and his Discovery. By J. M. DaCosta, M. D., 
Professor of tlie Practice of Medicine, at the Jefferson Med¬ 
ical College, Philadelphia. Philadelphia, 1878 : J. B. Lip- 
pincott Jfc Co. Chicago : Jansen, McClurg & Co. 

I. In this book Dr. Skene lias done for diseases of the urethra 

and bladder in the female very much what Sir Henry Thomp¬ 
son has done for diseases of the urethra and bladder in the male. 
The book would imply, first, that disturbance in the female pelvis 
does not always proceed from lesion of the uterus, even though 
the uterus be involved ; second, that symptoms which may not 
or may be referred to the uterus not uncommonly arise from les¬ 
ions of other organs, and vice versa. And that in this view 
the urethra and bladder are worthy of much attention and study. 
Skene's endoscope (page 125) is an instrument with which the 
reviewer is familiar ; this instrument unquestionably makes pos¬ 
sible an accurate and easy inspection of the female urethra and 
bladder, and therefore supplies a want which hitherto has ren¬ 
dered impossible the intelligent diagnosis and treatment of many 
urethral and vesical diseases. We specially commend the chap¬ 
ter on vcsioo-urcthral fissure, and the use of the endoscope in 
its diagnosis and management. The book is eminently practical 
and will prove an important aid, not only to the general practi¬ 
tioner but also to the specialist. The author is a pioneer in the 
American and English literature of the subject, and we gladly 
testify to the excellent work of so honest, intelligent and dis¬ 
tinguished a gentleman. e. c. i>. 

II. This is an elegantly gotten up resume of the principal 
points to be observed in the physical diagnosis of the diseases of 
the intra-thoracic organs. The illustrations are very fine, the 
plan of superimposed plates being adopted, with a lithograph 
on transparent tracing muslin, representing the external surface 
of the body, over all. This makes the plates a sort of anatomi¬ 
cal dissecting model, and adds a kind of object teaching to the 
text. The blank interleaves are intended for the record of the 
owner’s own observations, the work being intended as a sort of 
skeleton to be filled up from experience. We would cordially 
recommend it as a very valuable aid to the student and practi¬ 
tioner. 

III. The instruction of this little book will be of advantage to 
many who have long felt the need of it. The art of prescription, 
for it is very much of an art, has been left to be learned by prac¬ 
tical experience by most of our medical schools, and its acquisi¬ 
tion is often a comparatively late accomplishment of the practi¬ 
tioner. It would be still more the case were the practice followed 



Shorter Notices. 


139 


here of writing the directions in Latin generally followed in 
this country, as our author here states to be the case. We be¬ 
lieve that there are comparatively few medical men in this 
country, and hardly any in some parts of it, who follow this plan. 
Still the directions here given for composing the kind of Latin 
used in prescription-writing will not be amiss, and so far as they 
relate to correct Latinity io the names of drugs are very useful. 
We see almost daily in medical journals prescriptions that would 
make a school-boy blush ; they are so ungrammatical and maca¬ 
ronic. 

Such a book as this is always timely and should be in the 
hands of the profession generally. 

' IV. Of all the government documents, the Smithsonian lie- 
ports are perhaps at once the most popular and scientific, and 
we can say of them that there are very few series of volumes 
that are more worthy of a place in a general library. They give 
not only an account of the operations of the Institution for the 
year of issue, and which includes the history of a very large 
number of scientific investigations, but contain also scientific 
memoirs and translations, many of which are of the highest 
value, and cannot be found elsewhere in our language. In the 
present report we have, among others, a translation, occupying 
seventy pages, of Holmgren’s memoir on Color Blindness in its 
Relation to Accidents by Rail and Sea, an article that, from its 
practical bearing, has elicited much attention in Europe, and 
which should be read by every railroad superintendent and 
steamboat inspector in the country. It is not necessary to notice 
the other memoirs in the volume ; though equally valuable in 
their way, they do not from the nature of their subjects come 
within the scope of this journal. The Report as a whole worthily 
keeps up the deserved reputation of the series. 

Y. The Transactions of the Pathological Society of Philadel¬ 
phia form an elegant volume of one hundred and seventy-five 
pages. Of the papers it contains, two only relate specially to 
the nervous system: one a general paper on the Anatomy of the 
Cerebrum, by Dr. Harrison Allen, and the other a very fully re¬ 
ported case of Cerebral Abscess, by Dr. J. II. Hutchinson. 
Both are good articles; in the first, however, we notice an undue 
number of typographical errors, which ought to have been 
avoided. The other articles in the volume are in the main useful 
additions to pathological literature, and the volume as a whole 
is extremely creditable to the society and the publishers. 

VI. The three volumes of Transactions of State Medical Socie¬ 
ties in our rubric are fair specimens of their class. They contain 
the usual lists of members, reports of proceedings, addresses, 
and finally the reports and separate memoirs, which vary all the 
way between very good and comparatively bad, or at least un¬ 
worthy of publication. Many writers do not care to bury their 
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contributions in a society’s transactions, and editors of such vol¬ 
umes do not have the discretion allowed them of rejecting 
articles that come into their hands; the society as a whole is ever 
ready to afford the compliment of ordering the publication of 
any paper that has been read before them ; indeed, we are not 
sure that the reading, according to the usage in some societies, 
insures the publication unless it is ordered otherwise by vote, 
and this invidious distinction is, of course, a very infrequent oc¬ 
currence. These conditions react on each other, and the result 
too often is that a few meritorious contributions to medical lit¬ 
erature are smothered in a mass of parliamentary proceedings, 
compilations and perfunctory reports and addresses, and the sum 
of them all is a volume that is seldom looked into and hardly 
ever referred to. We do not think that we are unduly severe ; 
it would, it seems to us, be better to have the publication of vol¬ 
umes of Transactions limited to special societies with restricted 
membership, in which it is understood that each paper shall un¬ 
dergo a rigid censorship before publication, and the more ephe¬ 
meral literature relegated to the periodical medical press. If 
the American Medical Association, even, supported an official 
organ as does the similar British society, it would in our opinion 
be a preferable course to that adopted at present, of issuing a 
volume of Transactions. 

We do not intend to say that the present volumes are not 
what they should be ; they arc all that can be demanded or ex¬ 
pected under present circumstances. The three reports that 
form the subject of the present notice contain very much valua¬ 
ble matter which, however, would in our opinion find a larger 
circle of readers, and fulfill a better function of usefulness if 
given to the world in the periodical medical literature of the day. 

In the Illinois volume are several papers of interest as relating 
to the disorders of the nervous system. The first of these, by 
Dr. Earle, on exophthalmic goitre, is especially noteworthy in 
that the author has endeavored to elicit the opinions of medical 
men in various parts of the State as to its prevalence and fre¬ 
quency. The answers to his inquiries show that it is either very 
infrequent, or that it is very often unrecognized ; we think the 
latter is more likely the case. It is a disorder that, in many 
cases, maybe successfully treated without recognition, the symp¬ 
toms indicating the measures that should be adopted. The other 
papers are that by Dr. Hunt on the belladonna treatment of 
pertussis, and a short one by Dr. L. II. Corr on cholera infantum 
as a neurosis. The other reports are for the most part valuable, 
and the volume is, as a whole, creditable to the society. 

In the Georgia and Alabama Transactions we have several 
gynecological and other papers of interest, and two or three on 
neurological subjects, which though well written and judicious, 
do not call for notice as containing anything especially novel. 
They, like the Illinois volume, are good specimens of their class. 
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VII. A work like this, coming to us with the authority of one 
of the great clinical teachers of Paris, needs no special endorse¬ 
ment on our part. The reader will find it a very concise, though 
comprehensive, and intelligible account of the pathology and 
clinical features of the class of disorders that, incorrectly as it 
appears to us, are commonly known under the general designa¬ 
tion of “ Bright’s Disease.” M. Charcot recognizes three disor¬ 
ders of the kidney under this appellation, confining himself solely 
to the consideration of the subacute or chronic forms ; they are 
parenchymatous nephritis, or large white kidney ; interstitial 
nephritis, or contracted kidney; and amyloid kidney. The acute 
forms of nephritis, with the exception of that sequent on scarla¬ 
tina, are left unconsidered. The treatment of all forms of these 
affections is also not given in this work. 

The translator and American editor has apparently done his 
work well, and the publisher has gotten up the book in excellent 
style. 

VIII. We had inadvertently omitted to give these issues their 
due notice in their proper place, and now make amends. All 
we can say is, that they are worthy of a place in any physician’s 
library ; the illustrations are elegant, and the explanatory text 
is ample. We trust that the series will be continued. 

IX. This volume, as stated in the preface, consists of an ad¬ 
dress delivered at the opening of the session of the Jefferson 
Medical College, with some illustrative notes. It is a very pleas¬ 
antly written essay, showing considerable literary research, and 
will afford the reader better, perhaps, than he could otherwise 
obtain, a picture of the life and surroundings of the eminent 
physiologist. The rival claims to the discovery of the circula¬ 
tion of the blood are alluded to, but no very lengthy argument 
is offered to overthrow them; in fact, the title of Harvey to this 
discovery cannot well be gainsaid. The subject has been ably 
argued else'where. The make up of the book is excellent. 



